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SEAGULL WISDOM
Mr. FULBRIGHT. My, President, the

¢ discusslon in the Senate in the last weeks

has been a realistic reminder that we
hbuman beings have a very difficult time
getting along together on +his earth.
Controversies and strife are man's daily
lot in life, Nearly every day some new
crisis arises to threaten the tranguillity
and serenity of our society.

Perhaps if we would look about we
might learn from other inhabitants of
this terrestrinl sphere who have done a
much better job than we have in learn-
ing to llve at peace with one another,

I recently came across an article in
June-July issuc of National Wildlifa'
magazine on the mores and mating hab-.
its of seagulls, My (nitial reaction to
the article was that I had learned some-
what more about seagulls than I really
cared to know, but on further reflection
I realized that I was manifesting the

Approved For Release Z[}0/f08727°: € TA-RDEX

STATINTL

rather stuffy and superior atiitude which
wv Lumans all oo often direct at our
tr:articulate fellow creatures,

The seagull in {act is a marvelous

"bird. Unlike many other specles, it is

entirely free of socinlistic tendencles. It
i5 in tact a capitalist bird, a rugged in-
dividualist with 8 highly developed re-
gaid for the sanctity of private property.
Every family of seagulls has its own
nesting land, about 7 feet square, and the
famliy estate is ahsolutely inviolable.
To nvade one of these private preserves
is thie gravest of offenses, punishable by
awift and stern retaliation.

In addition to his sound economic doe-
trine, the scagull is ruided by rigorous
standards of morality in his private life.
Courting s conduected with dignlty and
ceremony and, once wed, the seagull is
monocgamous and devoted to family. Di-
voree {s unknown and scandals of the
sort which rock great empires in the
world of men ar: eountdered by seagulls
to be in unaccertanly bad tasts.

More impressive :till is the high re-
gard which searull soriety helds for the
prineiple of serority  Every sullery has
its venerated srncy eilizens, newmomers
working thetr way up, and 8 f»w mem-
bers whom cvarybiudy is allowed to pick
o, Under the senlority systemm the
young chick is required to keep his neck
tucked in because a high head and &
stretched neck s o gtatus symbol among
gulls. Nothing is more Infuriating to

an ndult than the sight of a juvenile with -

his neck stuck out. This is the uitimate
in presumption and the bumptlous
youngster who holds his hecad high is
likely to be struck dead by an adult who
sees him.  Where, Mr. President, out-

side a gullery and the U.B. Senate, is -

the principle of senjority more faith-

“fully observed?

‘The most mgenfous and civilized of
seagull folkways sxe tha rules of chival-
rous combat. A head Yeld high Is the
most heinous of ofttauiw, but so long
as a gull holds his fwwk in, he is im-
mune from atiack, ¢vem if he invedes
the private m‘opert' of another bird.
The tucked-in head' )y o permanently
available form of dijbkanatic immunity,
sacred and inviolable, There is no real
equivalent to {t in pjpisn soclety except
for certatn rather lavyled forms of poli-
tical asylum for herdj§ and dissenters,
Surely with our supet) \ mental endow-
ment we humans nwdjfi to be able to de-
vise a form of protethyon for our free
thinkers and dissentéfj} us safe and as
convenient as the balj{ldn neck.

When seagulls do 1#Yyully fight, they
seldom go beyond cercigyydal expressions
of hostility. When vnemics face
cach other, they are I % stand puff-
ing out their wings ‘e or the
other commits the yASHLY yrovocation
of leaning over o o 2pplAY ¢rass, So
terrifying is this as¢ g1RE-t4t fight usu-
ally ends at thi- 1o rdy ALY
of conflicts e J's "“k
of whacking o ¥ oepgii) -
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vated a creature as man, but certalnly

we should be able to devise suitable forma
of cerconial combat. Constder, for ex-
ample, the Battle of Agincourt. It would"
have been almost as exciting and a great
deal safer if the English had tipped their
arrows with suction cups Instead ot
sharp metal points.

Or consider the hydrogen bomb.
Would it not be a fine thing i we could
agree with the Rusians to replace all
our nuclear bombs with smoke bombg--

huge smoke bombs which could set off’
immense unradioactive mushroom clouds.

and even make a tremendous noise but
to do so without a Jethal explosion?
Burely it is not beyond the genjus of
maodern sclence to invent such a weapon,
one which would permiy us the fun and
excitement of nuclear war without get-
ting xilled.

But all thig, I suppose, is idle nonsense
suitable enough for the mindless sea gull
but hardiy worthy of the most exalted
of (3od’s creatures.

And yet. perhaps ratification of the
test ban treaty may be one small step
ww‘n’d iearning how to keep our necks in.

McGOVERN. Mr. President, the.
dlstmgulshed chalrman of the Commit-
tee on Forelgn Relatlons has reminded
us of the remarkable performance of th
sea rull. I should like to invite attention
to the fact that there is another bird
which occasionally performs in & moct
remarkable rashion»-the stork.
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